The Scriptures revealed before the Holy Qur'an were not granted protection against interpolations: However, the Qur'an also points out that all the previous Books were sent for specific nations and times. As those Books were not final and universal, they were not provided the special protection against interpolations, as was granted to the Holy Qur'an, which was revealed as the final Guidance for all peoples and times. The Qur'an points out that the previous Scriptures have suffered interpolations and perversions at the hands of their scribes. "Woe, therefore, to those who write the Book with their own hands and then say, 'This is from Allah.'"(2:79) "There are some among the Jews who pervert words from their proper places." (4: 46)
The Qur'an contains the excellences and commandments of lasting nature of all the previous Scriptures:
The Qur'an claims to be the culmination of all the previous Revelations, and contains the fundamental teachings of all the previous Prophets and Scriptures. Referring to the previous Prophets and their Books, God says to the Muslims: "These are they whom Allah guided, so follow their guidance." (6:91) "A Messenger from Allah, who recites unto them the pure Scriptures, wherein are the lasting commandments." (98:2-3) Thus the Qur'an is a compendium of all that is good, lasting and imperishable in the teaching of all the previous Scriptures with a lot more, which was needed for perfection of the guidance. Thus the Qur'an stands as a Guardian over all the previous Books, affirming the truth contained in them and correcting the errors caused by interpolations. As guidance was provided by God to every people, Islam does not claim a monopoly on Truth.
The 'Tauraat' and 'lnjeel' mentioned in the Qur'an do not refer to the current Old and New Testaments, but to the original Revelations sent to Moses and Jesus It should also be noted that when the Qur'an refers to Taurat (Torah) or Injeel (Gospel), it does not mean the present Old Testament and the New Testament. According to the Qur'an, the 'Tauraat' is the name given to the Revelations sent to Moses and the 'Injeel' the Revelations sent to Jesus. What the Qur'an says is that the Torah and the Gospel in their original form were revealed by God to Moses and Jesus respectively. Similarly, when the Qur'an mentions the 'Injeel,' it refers only to the Revelation or the Book that was originally granted to Jesus. These revelations were not preserved in the form of one book. If they were collected, in one collection that is not available today. However, some of those revelations have been preserved in the New Testament (the first four and other books), and many of Jesus' revelations may have been lost. The 'New Testament' comprises of three parts, (I) Four Gospels written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, between 60 and 95 AD. (2) Acts, which is the history of the Church, written by Luke in 65 AD. (3) Epistles, which comprise letters, which were mostly written by Paul; and (4) Revelation which was written by John in 95 AD. As there was no Prophet of God between Jesus and Muhammad saw , the Qur'an does not recognize the Acts, the Epistles and the Book of 'Revelation,' as part of 'Injeel.' According to the Qur'an, interpolations were made in the 'Tauraat' (five Books of Moses) and the 'Injeel' (four Gospels). (2:75 & 2:79) However, these Books still contained some fragments of the original Revelations and teachings, which were affirmed by the Qur'an, and referred to them as 'Hudan wa Noor' that means, guidance and light. The word 'Kitab' (Book) signifies teachings revealed to Prophets and not necessarily a new 'Shariah' (Law) In verses 83 to 87 of Chapter 6, Qur'an mentions many Prophets, their fathers, their children and their brethren and says about them: "It is these to whom We gave the Book and dominion and Prophethood." (6: 89) The Prophets mentioned are Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Noah, David, Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Zachariah, John, Jesus, Elias, Ishmael, Elisha, Jonah and Lot. Obviously, all of them were not given a new 'Shariah' (Law), but each of them is mentioned here as being given the Book. When a Prophet of God is mentioned as having been given a Book, it would signify the Revelations granted to him, which contain, among other details, the sure news of the future and the unseen, as mentioned in the following verse: "He is the Knower of the unseen; and He reveals not His secrets to anyone, except to a Messenger of Him whom He chooses. And then He causes an escort of (guarding angels) to go before him and behind him, so that He may know that Moreover the verification, referred to in 2:41, is the fulfillment of the promise contained in Deuteronomy 18:15-18: "...1 will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put My words into his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him." He showed his doubts concerning the correctness of some words of the text by placing points over them. Should Elijah, said he, approve the text, the points will be disregarded; should he disapprove, the doubtful words will be removed from the text. (Jew. Enc. Vol 5, P 322) There are numerous contradictions in the Old Testament, it contains savage and irrational teachings and Prophets are defamed by it, which cannot be attributed to God, and so must have been incorporated by the writers. For detail, please see 'Introduction to the Study of Holy Quran' by Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmad, P xvii to xxx.
Interpolations in the New Testament
The New Testament has also suffered interpolations and changes in form as well as matter. The following points deserve to be reflected upon:
The books other than the four Gospels of New Testament were mostly written by Paul who was neither a disciple of Jesus, nor had ever met him physically. Even the four Gospels were neither written by Jesus himself, nor written by his principal disciples. The Gospels were written many decades after the event of Crucifixion and so were not authorized or approved by Jesus. The writers of the Gospels are obscure persons and their narrations pertained to only about three years of Jesus' life. Some Gospels written by Barnabas, Thomas and Hermas, who were disciples of Jesus, have been discovered. They contradict some of the basic teachings of the current Gospels.
No original manuscript of the current New Testament exists and hence its absolute authenticity cannot be established. Jesus as spoke the Aramaic language, but no Gospels are available in that language. What we possess today is only the translations of the translations; and the translations cannot be believed as word of God. The Christian scholars themselves regard the Gospels as accounts of the life of Jesus narrated by others and not the words of God.
The Pocket Bible Handbook while introducing the Gospels (Injeel) writes: "The Gospels: The first section of the New Testament, called the Gospels, consists of four accounts of the life of Jesus. (The word 'gospel' means 'good news') The first three gospels have been given the title 'Synoptic' because they look at Jesus' life from a similar point of view." (Pocket Bible Handbook, Meridian Publications, P 103)
Contradictions in the New Testament
There are many contradictions in the New Testament, which are not possible in the words of God. A few examples are stated below:
(1) How man is justified, by works or faith? James 2: 14 & 2:26 says, "By works man is justified and not by faith alone." But according to Galatians, "A man is not justified by the works of law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ." (Galatians 2:16) (2) Can the Law of the Old Testament (Shariah) be changed or not? Luke says the Law cannot change, but Hebrew says that since now the priesthood has been changed, the change in Mosaic Law has also become necessary. "And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to change (Luke 16:17) "For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law." (Hebrew 7:12) (3) Should the law be followed in order to enter the kingdom of heaven or the law is a curse? Matthew says the law must be followed, but Galatian says the law is a curse. "Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of the least commandments and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven." ) "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is written, cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree." (Galatians 3:13)
